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Besides this lexical evidence, | will, in the following, show that a
paleographical approach might promise a deeper understanding of
the issue. Whereas the contemporary form of the character zhe (1)
is made up of zhe-#T and kou (IZ1=mouth), we need to know that an
earlier form of the character is zhe (3£0), ie., written with zhe (#7) and
xin-,['» or “heart-mind”, instead of with kou-_1 or “mouth”.
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modern form earlier form
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These needs for deliberative differentiation (%) can
best be explained by the Platonic concept of “division” or
“distinction” (47%% dwoipeoic) on the one hand and the
Aristotelian concept of “decision” or “choice” (Ft#£
npoaipeoic) on the other.

In Plato, diairesis can be understood as the method of
conceptual distinction through dichotomy, which is the key
to human theoretical understanding.

Proairesis, a term basically coined by Aristotle, refers to
the exercise of this deliberative capacity in practical life
contexts, in the sense of making the decision whether to
do this or that, or committing oneself as to which way to
go in one’s life situations by balancing our desires and our
ends with our reason. 7
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dlaipeaic (diairesis) separation, division
TTPOQIPETIC (proairesis) choice

— Diairesis and proairesis are the two fundamental
methodological concepts proposed by Plato and
Aristotle respectively for philosophical thinking in
general.

57 A Plato B Aristotle FipiE 17 - 455 1% & proairesis, L
SR RE T4 Y arbitrium — B ZI B Y Willkir (choice).
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In the Dakeding token, we find the additional
“‘ component for mu- 5 or “eye”, which signifies very

v clearly that the act of “deliberative distinction” central

tff to the wisdom of zhe has to be exercised on the
condition of careful observation, or in Kantian terms,
to rely on sensible intuition.

Then in the Shigiangpan token, we find besides the
component “eye” still further the component chi- =7,
a component | consider of great importance for
bringing out the most subtle meaning of zhe-#7.

Let me explain:
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Whereas de-{2 is the graph for morality since antiquity, the two Chinese characters
dao-#4 and de-{& are conjoined in modern Chinese to mean morality. We see clearly
what important a role the components 7 and - have played there.

¥ FEPEEGT - E - e BEER - W15 EBBETR O > ISR TE
TR ERMSAEER > BEERRESHEN TR (7 T) MEARTR
(B~ B 1k () 0 &N 8 8Pk " AERET | E—EAE
& e i R ETFHIE SR (e HECCNB0s (Bthos)—aa th R ER E M LIFYENEE -
ethosHYIR B HEIEAIAR(E &R, [1] - & TSk, ey T8, 6T T#r o
Ty~ THOFEMINES T TH (T RS BERERR Y HER
Dl T8 /Y TsE ) IR 2ERE R T RSN TEEERE

Liddell and Scott, A Greek-English Lexicon, sixth edition %Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1869), p.672,
nyow % H NENE4I F#53E  an accustomed seat; of the abodes of men o 1& 1

ethics/Ethik 0B 1 nbos—FaIFTITAE » MURBAEEMIL K 7 AR ER AR -
18




e 2
PE{E4E  “Philosophy”—Z5 T EH#E

7 A S b - 2R “philosophy”
HEE o

— Pythagoras:
* doctrine of 3 lives = philosophon

— Plato:
* parentage of the Greek god Eros = ("Epwq)

19

/ 7
F2E ST (Pythagoras):

The Doctrine of the Three Lives
A

- EF]Z (phokepdeig, philokerdeis)
WS e

— B3 (puhotuot, philotimoi)
BE#

— B (eihocoot, philosophoi)

- AR A 2B
EquR-Z

— Plato’s theory of the tripartition of the soul.

- Aristotle — doctrine of “dynamis”

- Kant.- doctrine of “faculties” (Vermogen)

20
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Parentage of Eros

THEE A (A Eai 20 )

- Eros /5 Aphrodite £ Ares” -
FEfirE (ERE R ) (Symposium)r
F—hRAHY S

- Eros/; " &%5 | (Penia) &1
T&E 2 | (Poros) 2+

>R B
> —{REERUE Y lover of wisdom
( philosophon)

> A ES RS
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(Immanuel Kant)

- B

(Martin Heidegger)

2

(Karl Popper)

- MEE(RE
(R.G. Collingwood)
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Immanuel Kant (1724-1804)

1 (Immanuel Kant) 5 Je5Raf 25
- TEESR ) B TR ) AR Z R

FRIEIN 22Ky By

- TEEEZFRAYETEE | (philosophia in sensu scholastico)

—-  Ta-EZIPTEE | (philosophia in sensu cosmico)

— BEEZIETE EA R T H#15E | (Geschicklichkeit, skill) » 1
BEAEBWNER "2 MM (Nitzlichkeit, use)

- EITEERAVEE ) AR EREAVIRA

R REAS TS - B AW ARESEE IR
(Philosophem) » HEE2 eS| FTEL IR |
(philosophieren, philosophize)

—  TFEREEE ) (Philosophem)

— T | (Philosophieren)

[EAEEREAFE T FRUREERER 2
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Martin Heidegger (1889-1976)

A | TN ERPTER B — R A AR T R4l
l Wl EHINE SR - AIEEEIY...... ]
A
: 1::

(Philosophie als vom Leben abgelostes,
rationalistisches Gebilde, ist machtlos...)

(Philosophy as rationalistic constructs cut off from
life is without power...)

Thrownness " #5F5 M4 | (Geworfenheit)
- 5|HA4az B T EEEE ) (Situation)
- THEE/ &1F | (Bxistenz, existence=out-standing)
- B ARRER RN
Dasein als In-der-Welt-sein
(Dasein as Being-in-the-World)
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Sir Karl Raimund Popper (1902-1994)

“How | see Philosophy”, In Search of a Better World: Lectures
and Essays from Thirty Years. (London: Routledge, 1992)

— Against academic Philosophy

- Against professional philosophy

— Against Philosophical ¢lite

— Against megalomania (H AJF)
“All men and all women are philosophers.”
Philosophy looks at things critically.

“All philosophy must start from the dubious and often pernicious
views of uncritical common sense. Its aim is to reach enlightened,
critical, common sense: to reach a view nearer to truth, and with
a less pernicious influence on human life.”

According to Popper, one main goal of philosophy is social
criticism.
(piecemeal social engineering)

25
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R. G. Collingwood (1889-1943)

Collingwood (fn 22, {H): FTE(E B
"fY , B T2 | Philosophyis a

“Logic of Question and Answer”

— Autobiography

Reminiscent of A. Toynbee’s (35 &\ LL)

“Challenge and response”

— A Study of History

26
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—question (quaerere): to seek, to
Inquire, interrogate

—(intralinguistic)

—problem (wp6pAinua, Problema,
pro ballein)

—(extralinguistic)
27
Problem (mpopinua) in Greek
Schenkl: Griechisch-Deutsches Schulwdterbuch,
(Wein: Verlag von Gerolds, 1897)
28

Liddell / Scott, A Greek-English Lexicon,
9th ed. (Oxford: Clarendon, 1996)
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(a8 ' TR ) 7

TR HIIEER 7 RERRTEE
—Philosophical problems (I E25¢EE)
—Philosophical questions (FTE[7R)

Ffr=H Problem Solving (ff /1585 = | %¢ |
—~ fiE g pE 2 (What to solve?)
— HfalfEH 2 (How to solve?)

PTESEEE (problems) HY=8 B R[FTEE T RH (questions)

}/\\é:x%

HYFEH > Puzzle theory % [EH 5
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= (EYEEIIFI - 7.362) U0~ TEE 5431, s A TH
SECEZ - 3887 1N TEREERRH O - 6490, o HREE= R
ANFENFIEEEE "7, 8 " 2 B TR F o B
FET - HENEENPERER(EEHOWE | » RANRERE (7)&E
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Examples of
philosophical
guestions:

* What is time?

* What is number?

* What is the purpose of
Human life on earth?

* What is the meaning of
future?

* What is justice?
* What is meaning?
* What is man?

Isaiah Berlin) =

-
/@?ﬁﬂ/f')%r@%ﬁﬁj

Berlin (1909-1997), “The purpose of Philosophy”,
Concepts and Categories.

"R, Ry R =&
— Empirical

— Formal

— Philosophical

Examples of philosophical questions...

I\ HRAE TR SERRIS R R
EEHIE R FEAEEFF S hidden concepts or thinkin
models, distinctionsZ§ > EAMEFE B o] iy o

IR — ([t 2 (f e (0 = B R A5 2o R
E/jﬁ!; %DQ“EH:‘I H & ,fI:l ﬁ%{ﬁﬂﬁiﬁnﬁﬂ =&

(theoretical implications)

Philosophical questions are “socially dangerous,
intellectually difficult, often agonizing and thankless,
but always important.”
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athematical objects:

Kant gives geometric entities like “triangle” as examples (A713/B741),
but he also accepts algebraic expressions and equations (A717/B745;
A734/B762) as rationally constructable mathematical objects. Other
examples we might readily give include conic sections such as “circle”,

29 <6

“ellipse”,

parabola” and “hyperbola”, etc.
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mmatical objects:

Mabius strip and Klein bottle

... which are literally fictions “originally
framed by the [human] mind itself”, as
Kant would have so described...

-
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